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Love - Part 3 
I Corinthians 13 

 
Okay - here we go. Part 3 on Love. Praise God for His love for us. In essence, through the Spirit, 
He has given us the ability to love others in ways we could not without His supernatural 
strength. 
 
I Corinthians 13: 4-8     'Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade 
itself, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks 
no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, 
they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will 
vanish away.' 
 

(from Grace Notes) 

Love is to be the characteristic of the believer's life.  

God commands believers to love everyone, even our enemies, even the most 
obnoxious, impossible-to-love people in our lives. The ability to love everyone in the 
world, even enemies, comes only as a result of Christian growth, the development of a 
structure in the soul which includes the fruit of the Holy Spirit (Gal 5:22 ff), and the 
development of a Relaxed Mental Attitude as a result of having no mental attitude sins 
toward other people.  

Any Christian who is consistently growing in Christ will have a steady advance in the 
Christian Way of Life, along with the ability to love other people genuinely and have an 
honest concern for their spiritual well-being.  
 

1) Why don’t we accept people’s character flaws? 
 
 
 
 

(from Grace Notes) 

Love has good manners. It has respect for others which results in a set of Christ- 
centered standards. It has discretion. It knows what is proper and when. 
 

They say respect is earned. I have found that it is not always the case. Often, people want or 
even demand respect and they don’t earn it, or even attempt to earn it. They just expect it. 
 
Truthfully though, as Christians, we should have respect for everyone --- even those that don’t 
deserve it. It’s what sets us apart from others. 
 
2) Why should you show respect to those who don’t earn or deserve it? 
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(from Grace Notes) 

Love does not pursue selfish advantage. It does not have primary concern for personal 
appetites or for social status; but it shows concern for needs of the one loved and 
families and friends involved. 
 

Selfish versus self less --- and never shall the twain meet! 
 
3) How does a person become less selfish? 
 
 
 

(from Grace Notes) 

Love is not touchy. Love is not hyper-sensitive or easily hurt. It does not take things 
personally. It is not emotionally involved with personal opinions, so that to reject ideas 
is to reject the one giving them. 

 
Learning to not take things personal --- that is the key. Each of us should have little tricks or 
ideas on how to defuse our own pride, ego, emotions --- when things get personal. 
You don’t have to take things personal --- even if they are personal. 
 
4) a) Name something you’ve taken personal lately. 
 
 
 
4) b) How can you not take it personal? (Tool) 
 
 
 

(from Grace Notes) 

Love doesn't compare self with others for self-justification. It doesn't use others' sin to 
excuse personal weaknesses. 

 
5) How do people excuse their behaviors by blaming others? 
 
 
 
It’s always easy to say, “I only did or said this, because you….” 
 
We must learn to accept personal responsibility for our actions. Just as the devil doesn’t make 
you do it --- others don’t “make” you do anything either. 
 
We choose:  unforgiveness, anger, hatred, violence, words… 
 
“Love is in active fellowship.” 

See the following two pages for more about “Love” from Grace Notes. 
 
Next week - “Doctrine of Sin” 
This Friday - Easter service and potluck 
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From “Grace Notes”:      https://www.gracenotes.info/ephesians/ephesians.shtml  

 

 
 

https://www.gracenotes.info/ephesians/ephesians.shtml
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